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PRINCIPLES
(Brief note by the composer)

This work was inspired by my first encounter with Jefferson’s personal Creed, chiseled high on the
stone wall of his Memorial in Washington, D.C., during cherry blossom time in 1970. It stunned me
like a lighting bolt. Other texts there intrigued me as well, given my lifelong concern with social
justice. | soon sketched settings for some of those ringing phrases, laying out structural ideas for a
work for chorus and band (I was serving in the USAF Singing Sergeants). The sketches then sat in
my sketchbook for over two decades.

In 1993, the 25th reunion of the Singing Sergeants was announced; | offered them a new work
based on my Jefferson sketches. Though a performance at that event did not materialize, | was
already on fire writing and couldn’t stop. Some research had provided further texts, culminating in
the amazing Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, a document for our time, which sets the tone
for the whole work. The present version for mixed chorus represents the latest revision.

Musically, the piece is a hybrid; it draws on the old formal conventions of oratorio, with choral
sections, solo voice, interludes, more choral passages, recitative, and so on. But it is dramatic in
emotional range, and stylistically rooted in mid-20th-century, in the neo-tonal vein. The form was
delineated by my choices of text, and the text was a challenge to set. Jefferson’s prose uses the
long, earnest cadence of the Enlightenment, with formal rhetorical flourishes and extended series of
clauses. To get a manageable “libretto,” | made frequent ellipses—without altering meanings or
inflections. Although many of his formulations spoke directly to me, few evoked lyricism. My
response was to develop a hortatory, structured singing rhetoric to match the logic, rhythm, and
structure of the ideas; | managed to eke out some lyric moments as well.

The principles set to music here are not worn out, nor are they merely empty rhetoric (remember
Tian an Men square). We have scarcely begun to realize the potential that lies behind Jefferson’s
optimistic view in his last days, that “All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of Man.” | simply
hope that my music will help to "refresh our recollection of these rights, and an undiminished
devotion to them.”
The text sources, in order of setting, are:

His personal Creed

Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, 1779/86

Letter, London, 1787, in reference to Shay’'s Rebellion

His personal Motto

Declaration of Independence, 1776

His self-penned Epitaph

His last letter, June 24, 1826, declining an invitation to the 50th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence, due to his failing health. [He died July 4, 1826]

David Avshalomov, July, 2009

IDURATION: Ca. 32 minutes




PRINCIPLES
Secular Cantata on texts of Thomas Jefferson

for male chorus, solo bass/baritone and concert band
(music by David Avshalomov; 1993-4)

| HAVE SWORN UPON THE ALTAR OF [ALMIGHTY] GOD
ETERNAL HOSTILITY AGAINST EVERY FORM OF TYRANNY
OVER THE MIND OF MAN.
[his Creed]

*kk

... AlImighty God hath created the mind free, and manifested His supreme will
that free it shall remain, by making it altogether insusceptible of restraint;
... all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments, or burthens, or by civil
incapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness. . .

... the impious presumption of legislature and ruler, civil as well as
ecclesiastical, who, being themselves but fallible and uninspired men, have
assumed dominion over the faiths of others,

setting up their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only true and infallible,
and as such endeavoring to impose them on others,

hath established and maintained false religions over the greatest part of the
world and through all time. . .

... our civil rights have no dependence on our religious opinions, any more than
our opinions in physics or geometry;

and therefore the proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence . . .
unless he profess or renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriving him
injudiciously of those privileges and advantages to which . . . he has a natural right;
it tends also to corrupt the principles of that very religion it is meant to encourage,
by bribing with a monopoly of worldly . . . emoluments those who will externally
profess and conform to it;

indeed, these are criminals who do not withstand such temptation; yet neither are
those innocent who lay the bait in their way;

. .. the opinions of men are not the object of civil government, nor under its
jurisdiction;

... to restrain the profession . . . of principles on supposition of their ill tendency
is a dangerous fallacy, which at once destroys all religious liberty

.. . Itis time enough for the rightful purposes of civil government for its officers to
interfere when principles break out into overt acts against peace and good order;

therefore,



We, the General Assembly of Virginia, do enact:

that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship,
place, or ministry whatsoever,

nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, or
shall otherwise suffer, on account of his religious opinions or beliefs;

but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain their
opinions in matters of religion,

and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities.

... we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of
the natural rights of mankind . . .

... the truth is great and will prevalil if left to herself;

she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to error,

and has nothing to fear from the conflict unless by human interposition deprived
of her natural weapons, free argument and debate;

errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely to contradict them.

[from the Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, 1779/86]

*k%k

What country can preserve its Liberties, if its rulers are not warned from time to
time, that this people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms.

The tree of Liberty must be refreshed from time to time, with the blood of patriots
and tyrants. It is its natural manure.

[From a letter, London, 1787, in reference to Shay’s Rebellion]

Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God.
[Personal motto]

*kk

We hold these Truths to be self-evident,

that all men are created equal,

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights,

[and] that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

That, to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends
it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it,
and to institute new Government . . . in such form as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.



... Governments long established should not be changed for light or transient causes;
... mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.

But . . . under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
security.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General
Congress Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States;
[. . . and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’'s God entitle them]
... and that as Free and Independent States they have full Power
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence,
we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives
our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor.
[from the Declaration of Independence, 1776]

*k%k

Here was buried
Thomas Jefferson
Author of the Declaration of American Independence
of the Statute of Virginia for religious freedom
and Father of the University of Virginia.
[His self-penned epitaph]

*kk

. that host of worthies, who joined with us on that day, in the bold and doubtful
election we were to make for our country . . .
.. . the choice we made . . . between submission or the sword . . .may it be to the
world . . . the signal . . . to burst the chains . . . and to assume the blessings and
security of self-government.
That form which we have substituted, restores the free right to the unbounded
exercise of reason and freedom of opinion.



These are grounds of hope for others.
All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of man.
... the mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a
favored few booted and spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the grace of
God.

[ ... all men are created equal.]
For ourselves, let the annual return of this day forever refresh our recollections of
these rights, and an undiminished devotion to them.

[From his letter, June 24, 1826, declining an invitation to the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, due
to his failing health. He died July 4, 1826]
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"I Have Sworn"

Words: Thomas Jefferson Setting: David Avshalomov
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y ¢, T = (the second:) 'V . ° — —
®) (crim- i- nals! (

o) | 1 I\ N
“Je 1D 1 (Y] Ne r 4
14 T <
v hg/ o1
. > .
rim with scorn
- (grim) - . - (wi )
Q) 4 o ) | 74 P ° °
DZ A i LA W — I r — I 7 I P P ry 5@ o o
P h [ | v e | I I
? ' mf | |
yet nei-ther are those in- no- cent who lay the
[NIGH- ther]
/_\b . § Q
\ . (ZP= 0 3
%FE' Co— = = 4o E— o o
b I I ¢ 4 1) I L e = =
g F | | |
3 —————— mp p
O K N ‘r\, . 7
C 7 7 \_/ Z N 7 I I I
b [\/ [\/ | | |
s . . % hk/% T
fo
S —
(ugly) (()ssia.‘)/\ (loco) poco ritard.
o OO N [ o LA
N e — | ; =
P = : fo
bait in their way, (———)
P Y P . I )
“Je 1D h 1 | I | | p.4
— ! | be o o ©
v = [ 1@ ©
<
m,
S 1 he
Db he—o
VD h I/
v | | | _ _ r —
o . fe he hg 5
| ' Ba. hv
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The Opinions of Men

piu mosso
Moderato J - 86
A uk ritmico
Trl pm— _H.'—P—P—P_
Soprano . . . . | | |
§ y e et e s s e e I
The o- pin- ions of men are not the ob- ject of civ -il gov-ern ment__
- # rmico I i - — } ! } i i } } } I i I I I !
Alto tﬁi’—i’—?—?—ﬁﬂ—ﬂj—’:
e) — D S —— L |
fThe o- pin- ions of men are not the ob- ject of «civ- il gov-ern ment__
A ut ritmico
— o - - — T — ———
o |y g Te e e e e e o e o £ F £ F F £ T _F £
o r — = a4 e — ! ! . ——| !
The o- pin- ions of men are not the ob- ject of «civ -il gov-ern ment__
ritmico — . — —
T oo o @ 0 0 0 0 0if f L o P  —
POV | Co T M S s e e — —— — E——— — ——
b '% 3 I
N . . . . .
) S The o pin- ions of men are not the ob- ject of civ- il gov-ern ment__
piu mosso
Moderato A
R ﬁ
Y T N
N A T (7] Y 4 - -
[ fan bl /A rY
o 7 i
Piano J =86 f
A
U L
O N N
OO . T IR Y] Y 4 - -
f 'E E# 5 g /A P
) ) (Stand stock-still
Lk _ (intense, clipped) gyring this rest.) >
wr', - D) N ——| % K N N ) i ! T
Jm (7] (V] J P Y 4 o | | ] & ¢ Y 4 [V] | | e b | [ [ )
f\m 7 1) | /A 4_%%_‘_ 7 _4%"_‘_‘__4_
\le i 1% | I ! I Y | ;
= | np | |
nor un- der its ju- ris- dic- tion; ...fore-  strain to re- strain the pro-
A n (intense, clipped) -
) 8.5 |——— m—— K Q9 —| % N 3 N (> w— ! - )
” bl . JT Yy o | [ | @ ] & 9 |, | Y 4 o | | ] & ¢ Y 4 [V] | [ | & | [ [ )
!(h 7 A I-1=I I =I v =I /A C
Y i 9 - P H‘—PI_‘_‘— I e i S— S——— A . S A — . 3
o I o . mp . =
nor un- der its ju- ris- dic- tion; ...to re  strain to re strain the pro-
(intense, clipped)
A “ ﬁl = 1 Il
it P ) — N 4 N N N [y | | [ )
I (V] [V] ) P Y 4 o | | ] & ¢ Y 4 [V] | | e b | [ [ )
!(h 7 I T) /A 5 F r I ‘ ‘ 5 ‘-’ %{ r r / ‘ ‘ 4(#)‘ _‘_‘__4_
SV il 4 [ | [ 1/
D) T e T mp > ">
nor un- der its ju- ris- dic- tion; ...tore- strain to re- strain the pro-
. . _ (intense, cllpped)> -~
O R — iy Lo s S i . et
4 » — 4 e e e e e —— . ' — 1
N . 0 0 . . . .
ST nor un- der its ju- ris- dic- tion; Mp ..to re  strain to re- strain the pro-
A
N owt, K- ; ™ ‘
Y #iulle ] o N N N ()]
! 4 o o o o & & - ~ -
Ind hg e | ¢ ¢ J /)
S 7 D < [ < %
(rehearsal only) mp |
A . - = (play) > - > I
, o * o o l o P !
ﬁﬁ:#ﬂi; ) ug —— o Q te 3 % . N N ! [y N— N >)
£.Iﬁ#th — —r Z‘P‘/‘!\ % I & !\q‘ Z —& }4’_
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(normally
(Stand still expressive) J) ﬁ J) = J)
-~ again.) = A A A A
- 4t prm— — cresc.> r—— ——— . —
y —_ T i S S— E— i v ! ! I i —— { I P —
& "3 ® @ ¢ T o e ]e  — [ — e
) . . . . .
fes- sion to re- strain the pro- fes- sion of prin- ci- ples on sup- po-
A uk cresc. A A A A
7 - Tk t — —— WD) i l ! ] ! ! — ! ! —
P bl . J7 I | Y 4 [V} I [ - | I I | [ I I I | I I I I
!{\'\ b L * * r I =l =l I/ h=| =l =l " b ‘ b ’ ’ ’ ’ b ’ ’
SV i > S| .1
) ' [4 ~—
fes -sion to re strain the pro - fes-sion of prin-ci-ples on sup-po -
p— cresc A,——| A A A
0 ﬁu#ﬂ- [>) ! - —— WD) i ] v ! ! P— ! | f—
” '% LIV ] [ [ Y 4 [V] [ [ _Z/*\‘I J J [ | | [ | =I =l
‘@—ﬁ_4—'—LPl_‘_‘_.§ iC70d @ @ n— —
fes- sion to re- strain the pro- fes-sion of prin- ci- ples on sup- po-
Ly ~ > . A A — A A
53 Bte e, e 2o e . %
vy e S s ! ! ——— e m—
N v cresc.
fes - sion to re strain the pro- fes-sion of prin - ci-ples on sup -po-
R
Y #Te [
” bl . JTRY - —~ - -
HO—"—#% % \
D) ——— (reh.) %f —
> .
U | I
o) T L. N N [ ) | N N | |
) OO . JTNIE -] Y 4 Y 4 | - | Y 4 Y 4 (7] | | (7]
. b JT r r q I/ [ r rS I q [ I
b % =x
: 3 ER
(cresc.) A A A
-/ 4t — A A >
Gt ; — P 09 @ @ ) D) K D)) |——— I— —— >
R — e . e e s e s s S B e B e s
\;1)/ s | ] 24— = | % o o o o @ L L ——
si- tion of their il ™ ten- den- cy P is a dan- ger-ous fal -la- cy_——
cresc. A A
0 ﬁu##(l' ) /I\ I [ T T [ [ | I = [ A
A —n o | ! ! | ! e ! | | 7] —_— =K o 2 — i
!{\'\ T . q /A | | [ [ ] I Jg | | | | [
Q— q!jij,—fi'f—‘*—*f e o ¢ e o o o e =
si -tion of their ill ten -den- cy P s a dan- ger-ous fal - la - cyi>
A
cresc
H & ﬁ( ) — A A > A ‘
7 - Tk | —— > [y N— ) ® ® X D) — !
y . S—id T ® - — o & | | | o —] = N o1& | — {
[ fan b L e [ I/ | - | /A | | [ [ [/ I Ve g o & P
SV i | | x ! | | =I =I -l =l [ ] X HY bl v
% si- tion oftheir il 7f ten- den- cy MP is a dan- ger- ous fal -la-cy_—
cresc. A
, u.( ) A — - A = A
. # 1. . r ) o A ——
e g B L 8L D 134 e p G B L .
8 bl '% 1 | | | % I - Irj x ;
si- tion oftheir ill ten -den - is a dan- ger-ous fal- la- cy ——
R
)V JTh1r ] [ ) [} )
'I’(h '% ﬂ% - —~ - [ ] - —~ - )
& 1t I %4 %% %4 =
D) }f _—
. mf P
o N i D) l : D)
) OO . JTYIE ] Y 4 (7] | = | N & &
7 "L S — Y, o ) -/
b % # x < & % = 3 qﬁ»
z > ho
. S

Principles SATB: Opinions p.-v.



20
_ n @ mf S > _ = ks
T -

o) .
,‘( '# 'ﬂu = 2 = ‘14 E E—T; =] I | I | | ¥
—?—F—& % e o @ g 4 ; — =
which at once de- stroys all___re- li-gious
< -
RN — f‘ |
)7 B NiE. ] [ | — | [ [ | [ | [
(5"t = A = v =y Hjl . h’[ H’ ; —— —
\Q_j} il > b|=| =I | = = =
mf  \whichat once de- stroys all___re - li -gious
N & & A . ‘<f > = =
. —_ o N S S— Y e . ] o ——
O+ Y o S —— . S—) — - - o @ (O 14— ] e —
D] 4@ @ v N\ l ‘ .
P a dan-ger-ous fal- la- cy, nf which at once de- stroys all___re- li-gious
< = _ _ _
- N3N A . [ 2
bl Bt e e [P == \boe o oo, i858 B_88 8 3
v '% fI'JﬂL [ 1 | [ | ’ I 4 II = [ | | I)’II ] I /A ] Z ’ } I | | [
X P e e e o I S |
a dan- ger- ous fal- la- cy, mfwhich at once de- stroys all___ re - li -gious
R
A3 - 2 - - 4 - 3
3+
4%9—#—4 % 4 =
>
" gl mf — &
o)At 3« e — < A ———
S— i ! . S— —  —
T T 1/ T I & & v
S - % = i
4 v b o e
] ———— \_/
Poco piu mosso 0=92
/\. @ (B > >
D TR > ) % : N ! I —
[ ﬂrﬁ%‘ Lﬂf ¥ ——1
oJ . . S . . .
lib- er- ty; It is time e- nough for the right- ful
T | —_ ‘ —_
. —_ v o ‘ P2 ] % ] 2 — ] %
[ fan T L. "D 2] VD ) [ M\ g P = = = rY /A P P = =
lib- er - ty: S It is time e - nough for the right- ful
— _
. | 1)} =
At g s et ey
; —| —— I !
% lib- er- ty; S it is tme e - nough for the right- ful
) L ) = L=
| [y (&) - N
e e e e
— , —
ty: S It is tme e - nough for the right- ful
. J . . . A
Poco piu mosso =92 3
— b 1 - O] ¥ £
— ’-’i ! | | | I/ L <
r
& s A A o
o i — o ! ] — D)
- Lq‘ N Z = ‘ — }4’_
v VD

e 4
-—
.
NHIEY
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—_—— > —~ —~ >
—b—ad - ——— — — :
!’f(\\ bID - [ I | | [ — : ! o = | | I/ | I
\;_jl — — r E_I 1 I =x | rl/
pur-pos-es_____ of civ-l gov- ern- ment___for its of- fi-cers__to in- ter- fere  when
A
—
fphg=— = o == e i3 ° ebv o+ | o
&> i ———— I —— ———— % —! A
S : ——— | r
pur-pos-es of civ-il gov- ern-ment  for its of-fi-cers to in-ter- fere when
A = —_— =
I g bbb wtande e
@ VD | [ [ I | [ L — | | I % } "i I b
Qg) — = — — T 4
pur -pos-es of civ- il gov- ern-ment  for its of -fi-cers to in-ter- fere when
—

, , LA — L = — r — | N
)| A H'# q o | [ A
L B R R e ]

? 1 1 i I - — =

N | — f

pur -pos-es of civ-il gov- ern-ment  for its of -fi-cers to in-ter- fere when
o I }7. Q % N Q N _;_ N ) i_
(‘@ P "5 i —— E— — i e — A A— Z & H—%—§& z ‘7"? f
- \%
. A o — |
0 | N \ N N | s | g \ o . |
Y 1D Y 4 Ne Y 4 Y 4 [V} | P o o [V} N (7] | (7]
A | rS IR rS rS I | # v il e 4 I ] /A I/ D#° /A
VD o° ) =X
3 K SR I T
. [E—
) Do) . A
(Jihe we—e B 8 S L R e I e
©’r = e L g 8 St "1
Q) — T é T 4
prin- ci-ples__break out in- to o- vert acts a-gainst peaceandgood or- der;
N | Fﬁ A - o) L
A2 - o o Py P — D— ! ! ™ i — - s
@ VD e = r r r @- lrygel . [ [ | I/ I \V) I | gl
B e —— e o
prin-ci- ples__break out in - to o-vert acts a-gainst peaceandgood or -der;
>
f) I Py ‘A‘ L) Py | m L
p =" ; o o d I ] | e —ve—e [ ke ° - [ — T
O PJ : — F— — I j ! I — — =+
,& — —_— T — | —— i r
prin- ci- ples__break out in - to o-vert acts a -gainst peaceandgood or -der;
N I Py i = ; m
o) | | I e . q [} - 1
Jir—eae—o o g8 ZEe 7 20
8 VD ; i v [ — ) i L bt _4 i r | gl
prin - ci-ples__break out in - to o-vert acts a-gainst peaceandgood or -der;
7 E£ s 3 . . A o
£ : IF ‘ b ;: | P e # L 2 | " [ -— hl'ﬁll_
£ T H Pe - ] ! 4
g = 7 [ — 4 %
. | ﬁ? ~
o) | N | |\ | [ ' 1.
) 1D, Y 4 [ N | [V] (V] [ (7] [V] - |n]
4 P /A /A /A /1 T
r L =]
v ol

. b
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We Do Enact

ndante poco Ar?dante .= 52
- 60 ritard. (libero, poco rubato)
mp = : Cal : (Very pure, straight tone from 23 to pickup to 25)
AP = . . alm, rational N .
7] — | | . ; . I . . p— |
” [ [ | | [V] | (7] N | [ [ | [ | | | [ |
@ =[ =[- =I =I /A ‘I /A -[) -[ -[ -f | | | | | I | G‘l
e) -p - - - . - _“_ J—.‘; ] ‘. v‘ .
there- fore We, the Gen-er- al As- sem-bly of Vir- gin- ia do en-  act:
A = Calm, rational
i (—— i i ‘
P [ [ | | (V] | (V] |\ f | [ I I |
[ fan) P o° o o° /A | /A ) | | | — | I | | | | |
Sp~ =" v v e v, s e e he O
there fore We, the Gen-er-al As -sem-bly of Vir - gin- ia do en - act:
Calm, rational —~
o X
0 P — i i O i K ] — l \ | ] l l ! l
N [ I | | /A | (7] B I | | I [ | | o o I I [7)
(o — —Co—— 7 — — L —— — P ——— — L —— — -
o > P - . |
there- fore_ We, the Gen-er- al As- sem-bly of Vir- gin- ia___  do en- act:
Calm, rational
/”-lp > — /-\l- ] N ! ! . ] |/\r !
7 ! i i — — " o be e ’I ’I S — ’j
P . T — @
there fore We, the Gen-er-al As -sem-bly of Vir - gin- ia do en - act:
ol
(B AT AA
[ fan) P I I I
SV [ [ [
D) (gavel)fx o
poco mosso =60
A giusto (in tempo)
i N N \ D)
N IRKY] Y 4 - - - - I o
[ fan P EaN | r [ J/
SV b — G‘[ x
D) Pp P~
_ an -
f — " .
"(@ h.; - i ——— '[9‘[ 1; IP‘ = Z T\ J K F;_{ z_
oI g g b e &7T be e/ o @ F®
that no man shall be com- pelled to fre- quent or sup- port an-y re- li-gious
H . l e — — = \
h S — e B > B — S — ») te 12
GE————— s = = = Y [ o * 5
DR = = - —
that no manshall be com- pelled an- y re- li- gious
/\arl_
T s e — L } -“a! o
e e ve i he T == : . WF#
that no manshall be com-pelled to fre-quent or sup- port an -y re- li- gious
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poco piu mosso 23
cresc.

) (like a warning)
7 ) ) I | | | | I \
65— 2 2 2 =S ======
D) o s e e ° be 0T ¢ o e d
nor shall be en- forced, re-
) cresc
7 ) ) | \
65— e e e —s ——"
Jgd & e d e o & T ey b T e ¢
wor -ship, place, or min- is- try what- so- ev- er, nor shall be en -forced, re-
A — ‘ cresc. \
{ —2 ; S — # S Y 1 i P ——
N7 —® @ —® jud L —— i A A 2 1 P jud o &
SV X | | 1) | I | 'V 'V /1 | ) | bgl
e& [ — | 4 — ' r | 4 |
wor- ship, place, or min- is- try what- so- ev- er, nor en -forced, re-
- nor shall be en - forced,
/ Ol) ) ! — ~ ! ! ! ! — | i_ erese
hd) OO [7) o — I Og P n o (7] | D@ & D@ (7]
- R e TS 4
) I N oo r |
/ wor - ship, place, or min- is- try what- so- ev- er, nor en- forced re -
/ poco riten. Andante + = 50 /
_ AN ‘ . , e (with compassion)
I’ [ A N [ N s T [ I N [ I |
N A [V} N N T 1 D] | 1 bg[ Lymg[ | ] | (7] | | | [
@ ID!I I / —I:.I/ l’y‘é ==l o D ‘.I_ /A [ =I é
D) _ = cresc. . - f pp - &
strained, mo- lest- ed, or bur-thened in his “bod- y or goods, or shall oth- er- wise
A ‘ . , , N |>.p (with compassion)
I’ [ [V] A A [ N . T [ | N [ I |
N A /A Y N T 1 D] | bg[ Lymg[ || B | (7] | | | [
@ I’!I / —Ih.ll l’y‘é ==l o 10 D@ ‘ ‘.I. /A [ =I é
J . = cresc. . A rp A
strained, mo- lest- ed, or bur- thened in his” bod- y or goods, or shall oth- er -wise
A | P P 4 — P (with compassion) .
f‘H N I I - I | } Q
s 014 - ] | | [ !I4 [ } i
G E— e | fhe VO e @ B ® : (= ——
Dl . = cresc. ¢ _ - f r| Y .
strained, mo- lest- ed, or bur- thened in his” bod- y or goods, PP or shall oth- er- wise
——p (with compassion
L= L= | L= |
7 7 Y ’: -« F ﬂ:jzﬁ ; F tﬁgﬂ = 7 —r—¢ t%
i r[j I/ } I/ I | | [ ru i ru ; | |
N cresc. f PP
strained, mo- lest- ed. or bur-thenedin his® bod-y or goods, or shall oth-er -W}
4 P (blecoming clear) poco ritard. Adaglo J: 48
G % — 5 2
&) [ [ D L — I . — P r I N <
D) = =) M - bd A :'P
suf- fer on ac- count of his re- li- gious o- pin- ions or be- liefs——— .
A — (becoming clear) (warm and confident)
p.4 K i ] —1-2 ] — —] K . ]
b e o o o It o J » o L
b @ @ @ @ N N @ [ J I I T —T —1)/ T T
D) < ) o * @ 4 z e Py o
suf -fer on ac - count of his re- li-gious o- pin-ions or be - liefs,—/ but that
—_— T N .
— (becoming clear) (warm and confident)
0 Q {k) P | —To } K i K ; ! ! | i K ] |
” ) =l =l° =I 'I__Z =l ‘I) | ] [ [ [ | "I ‘}) 014 ‘I ‘I
% = . o ==
suf- fer on ac- count of his re- li- gious o- pin- ions or be- liefs,_ P put that
- l — (becoming clear) ! (warm and confident)
CN> N PSP ) | I E— { 3 . .
) OB ) = = e = - [ ] P | e F [ | | NEY] | I
| — —— —t7— D - 3 7 Ea— -
) = . o — P
suf -fer on ac- count of his re- li -gious o - pin -ions or be - liefs, but that
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24 (warm and confident) _ .
a 0@ | N | i“l | —  — := | L )
N | I I Y 4 | | | | p— | | | | e | N | & I
!(\'\ | [ [ rS | | | | i | IR / |
e+ - s °* - — fo oo "he TG
P ~ - . .
al men____ free to pro- fess, and by ar- gu- ment to main-  tain
A (opt. divl) —
A I i i . . . I - v m— —12
&—— | ] = — s s s
D) o o o o o o o o o 4 <
N—— K 2 K 2 . o
al men__ shall be free to pro- fess, and by ar- gu- ment to main-  taimm—
A — (opt. div.)
i i i i l ! i ] ! i p— s ———— | I ) )
!’f(i'\ | qi | I | | | | | I,i - | I | e I lk) %
o o o o s o ° he fe—o7 1%
S~ : —
all  men shall be free to pro- fess, and by ar- gu- ment to main-  tain
|  — prm— T | K I
*)— i | ' ' ' i i i —— A — H2
7 | ‘i -I ﬁ 1 1 I [ [ t’ o/ @ [ 4
N % ~ e b b b b % ~——
/ al men___ shall be free to pro- fess and by ar- gu- ment to main-  tain
e mf poco ritard. /
= NN . —
() | | ] [ ® ® [ ® P ] P | N P P —
J _® & & o — ep
_ theiro- pin- ions in mat- ters of re- li- gion, and that the same shall in
f— mf K ] —
o) ! —— ' B —— | | N E— ! ! ;
S s e e ¢ + $ ¢ ¢ o o v e— spors o § § 5
their o - pin -ions in mat-ters of re - li - gion and that the same shall in
2 P I e ———
(s ] i | o K ! i P [ —
i\f_mf o - s s—3 f - — R‘ifio'
———— “their o- pin- ions in mat- ters of re- li- gion, and that the same shall in
Ty = e ——— —
S e e| e o . e o |o - =
L——° o o o o [ o o o o — ep
_ their o -pin -ions in mat-ters of re - li - gion and that the same shall in
/ riten. j~y /
P R, (Y ==~ . . . —
i ] | N | | |\ [ ] | N N I | N | |
(‘9 iv‘H‘ (" —— I — o i - R N N——&  —a " —
J — >ppi — P - ) rp
nowise di- min-ish, en- large, or af- fect their civ- il ca- pa - or af-
ol Ly oo
S U N oo B NS S S S S U S O N I S N o ——
[/ v | [/ [ [/ [
| @ @ @ h @ @ | T —17
D) - _# —.> >pp e p K 2 A K 2 -pp
nowise di -min-ish, en-large, or af - fect their civ-il ca -pac- i -tieg— or af -
N\
e e R NN = N e 3
” irya- ) _I [ & i\/ {- H i. M 5 z | -i/ [ D =I =i =I) !I4 i' i'
& I . = —=PP — P o o pp
nowise di- min-ish, en-large, or af- fect their civ- il ca- pac- i- ties or af -
- | N = A . 3
Q—Ej: e s ™ oo o & i N
.l # | I ‘14 ) | I I | .7 R ) I ) I ] ‘14 | |
— — —_— | 7 —i 7 o = E——
nowise di- min-ish, en-large, or af - fect their civ-il ca -pac- i -ties or af -
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Poco Mosso J =60 2

- . solemn cresc.
7 N |\ |\ | — N | —
(o 7 J_\L D— N { i i & ! ! I l t { i ] ! {
g A s e I B . v -
fect their civ- il ca- pac- i- ties: ...we are free to de- clare, and do de-
) solemn cresc.
y.4 | VR VR ¢ : K [— . . ? 4 T p— i ] p——
O— DT NT—D1g ; ; < { ! 1 = — i [
g @ o o, ¢ 4 o 3 pp * ¢ © e ¢ ° o o
fect their civ- il ca - pac-i - ties ...we are free to de -clare, and do de-
ol A [ solemn cresc
/ H——"F—4 o z  — — z O ———
.7 ‘; i [ ] P ud | I.? | r | | | | I | | I
SV I/ v ) I - | I I I | I I I | I I
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The Truth 1s Great
NOTE: In a performance with piano, sing this fugue a
cappella, if possible. If necessary, the pianist may play
along discreetly in performance to help with intonation.
(The band scoring doubles the vocal lines or provides
pitch support.) With a large choir, this may be
performed by a chamber choir to shorten rehearsal time.
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We Hold These Truths
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* (In the final phrase marked *, some Sopranos 1 may drop to Soprano 2,
some Sopranos 2 may drop to Alto 1,
some Altos 1 to Alto 2, (entrance on previous page),
and some Tenors 2 to Baritone.
Resume normal parts on "with a firm reliance," next page.)
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All Eyes Are Opened

(Chorus tacet these 2 bars if starting here.)

Words: Thomas Jefferson

poco mosso Andante e=92

(Epilog - July 4, 1826)

Setting: David Avshalomov
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Conductor: When singing from memory (recommended), if there is room and
the choir feels it, they may gradually show the character of the music here by
some or all of these signs:

Lift your gaze;

Raise a hand; raise both;

Raise your arms;

Turn right, left, 30 degrees, slowly;

Lift your chin and SING TO THE SKY.




1
v

Jf

- pening, In-
pen - ing,

——

—

are o

eyes

a(ll) (hall)-

pen-ing,

are o -
all eyes_

rights! __
>

rights!.
eyes

- pen'd, all eyes__are o

eyes are o-pen'd, all

@
All

(opt.)

JI Al eyes are o

a - ble

SN—r
_en_

al -

-ble

a

=—

i -en

;Alleyesare o-pen-ing____ |

JJ
an;

FiF
.

al -
Jf All eyes are o- pened,all
Man
M
eyes

E:

=

en-ing;

]

are op-

In -

are op-

eyes

In -

(hall)

_

to therights of

a(ll)

en-ing;
=

en-ing;

to therights of

are op-

P4
®

Py
®

N—

e
S Alleyes, alleyes, all eyes

o

™
All eyes, all eyes,all

> 2]

All eyes, all eyes, all eyes
All eyesare o- penedor o-pen-ing
fAII eyes are o- penedor | 0- pening

SV
D)
)
Jf
[ fanY
man
/Y
&):
eyes,




78

(Chorus: Intensify last 6 bars. Less pure solo--one or two all, eyes, all, eyes, all, eyes all, eyes,
sound, more individual. Let it loose.) ecstatic > > > >
— i l cresc.l ‘b l bl ‘D\
n e L P o ® 2%, 0o 50 o <z e
i | I. | | I I | | N N R [ | | | I | I | N I F
P | | | | I | | | r 4 { & L/ | | | 1 I | I | Y 4 [V] [ 1/
@ ! L — ! Ia— rY e/ r ! | — ! I rY I 14
D a- li- en- a- ble rights in-| a- li- en- a-ble rights!. Yes! in -
/_\ - cresc. L~
PES © e .
@ Feoe: e o
D) ' — i
all eyes Alleyes are o- pen'd, all eyes are o___ pen-ing;
A ) N . [ cresc. -
7 N —— K - o o '8 o O ©
P [7] D] 1. [ ‘I ] I. [ = ‘F t =
=
Alleyes are o- pen'd, all |eyes are 0. pen-ing; All eyes!
_
cresc.
— — ':‘ el I N ol | —_— Tl K
r\;? / =I ] o 5‘ T o =I )] P / / =I I ¢ '\ I o d‘ )] H_b‘_‘ﬁjﬁ
Alleyes, all eyes, all eyes are o- pening; All eyes, all eyes, all eyes are o-pen-ing;
T cresc. | L~
%&h‘) — N T N NT. " —
@ Fo'e: e -
% — — 1
All eyes! All eyes are o- pen'd,all |eyes are o pen-ing;
e+
~ cresc.
I(Q 7] E\) H 5 E\) — e lDP_P_Q hD ©
BT e ee P oS00
% I [
All eyes areo- pen'd,all eyes are o___ pen-ing; All eyes!
Bar cresc. F F
- ] — o |’| - j b ] ]
+ & [ZP | ¢ | 7 (Y] [ |
L | I L LN N N—"
|
div. J Al eyesareo-pen-ing___ | all eyes___ All eyesare o-pen-ing All eyesare o-pen-ing
Bass (1) b cresc. = b
'l: [V] t | I I 5 5 ll)l_@_b | | ID'|_. 5 (Y] t | I
4 O A [ _'9 [ LA | | | !\ ; I | —
eyes; Alleyesareopening_ | all eyes,__ all eyesare|o-pen-ing all eyesare
(optional-with
--BaSS 2| large choir) _—= cresc.
2= . L P PUE—
C 2 2
eyes_ A(ll) (hall) eyes, all eyes, all
>7 = >
s >,
refpphe s
- =1
I i S
— E
cresc.
>
'l: F R 4 (] (] (] >| Fu 4 (7] =._01_F. (] =. 4
7 I’j —& [ —1 1 1 l’i TS = i Y




%4
£
=

(@)}
~
m - ]
S= T
e .9
5% 7
1 1 5 5
= &
[ 1 £
[ [ [ [ [ 22 A
=}
Es
5 &
.M M A~
A~ A~ A A~ ~ A~ A~ ™ ™ % .W.
= 3 o o o o o o~ % N S . L
M ® i LA
@ W5 \..HV, (SaE 7 e | iaNE | iaNE | o LYRERR S L\a/ .M pﬁ sRiiLIER
b ) A V
EIIIE e QUET Wi
> . : . = ' Adl >_ | |
| . < - C
: A SR SR |
A (11 s L2 T ol 2 0 B A | & \/A& I A )
= i mﬁ N W (@) Il I x; L e () ] =_H
© IP(T||~ - ° Pﬁ = ( i 8 & T < hf.ww‘ © \Vn| Lv[__
%
NE % 4z |
o | il o [ TND e sl 8 W W
- ' [T .| ()
n ! R | | Q : = —
g wl s e | A ¥ g s s
o ; o o o | IN o
Q| c = < < S P ani
| N
= ] I o ) o ﬁ
_ %) ) n S © &
£ el /oy 1] 0 | @ ~ 3 o -
“wllis o shm € Ac s ol Sag g ‘
[}
7]
A ¢ |1 i
Y 8 s |e= YN @ ARG = s e A l
[} (0] —
o |2 S N | ] V 4 i ki
g s RS e 5D s, e . e
- ﬂ = 2 Ae| 8 ﬂ S = g ; 2 HH_— >=|
= [ ] NENRS H = & M e 8 T T s A LR
~ o T — 4 , | | (0] ||
fl~ ai o |11z ||| i o J o B ﬁ e B B
- ] o » ©
gh—wal g © 5 wlhoe
o \\° 3 8 3 >
Q] = ] > > TTTe] > I > | || N T A~ A~
. | o | @ A [0} <& v o
5 — Sz (s 3zl e e Al aal,
_ =1l @ iR < A 1 U
lobmf#f, a.me»; W_M 3 < | b -me»;ﬂl‘w o m Nl NN & A TOA
s a s = [ 8N s 2
wn Ny olo % . oo oo
SRR TGN N NP NG Ngr A S all ° A
7 =

\
;

St

be

(Piano play always)
|

Iy

|

%M»




80

(more precise to end.)

gioioso

) - _ _ L N
'I’(“ 07 AH 1. [ [/ @ [/
© = v
S All eyesare o- pen'd, or
A gioioso
7 N ————
V bl - - (V] ) | [/ /
[ £an /A P D
Y b ’
D) JI Al eyesare o - pen'd,or
A gioioso \ \
J - - - N | N
'I’(“ 07 AH 1. [ [/ [ ]
(o) = v
& Jf Al eyes are o- pen'd or
(more precise toend.)  gjpioso -
P = = = R T
N
S All eyesare o -pen'd, or
gioioso
> > > > > > ol g™ L2 =~ A = =
) er — == 1@% tetlet s epses
J & o [ L f——— _— = = —=
S
> o> g:iﬁ > o >
&): ﬂ# m— % 1} —
e e o o e B R A ebery T LT edbe =
. bc-v% %—% / 'H?E - E‘ be %_g_%_% = q %
: 2 %o % J g > * (pedal freely)
G0,
A N > | 27N
& ="~ = 7 —r =
\;jl % E ; I I | |
0- pen-ing to the rights  of ma(n) (ha- ha- han)
ol 1 ! 1 |
Vi P
R s+ =+ 3 3
3) — e | =
o- pen-ing to the rights  of ma(n) (ha- ha- han)
) J— = > =N
A—e oo o ofeo & . b
[ £an [ | | | | [ [
KV | | | | | | |
% I— ! |
0-pen-ing to the rights of ma(n) (ha- ha- han) ___
—~~ /\ > > =
o pp o ol . o s ¢t ¢t 8.8
9 E—— | ) e
" 0-pen-ing to the rights of ma(n) (ha- ha han)
A 8a va —




- /) . - . >
i
M [} [
[ fanY /A | ] | /A | ) I
SV I/ — | I/ I/ —" [ I/
PI) r hal ! r r Bl ! r
S Alleyes are o-pen'd, all eyes_are o___pen- ing; all eyes areo-pen'd, all eyes__are o__ pen- ing;

3 equal parts
n N s N S N N~ =
G i b e b st perrr = xo s B agr g tpt
[ £an I I =T [ [
KV v | | | | v [ — |
Q) f d y | ﬂ o — .{ | N —_— .

Alleyes are o0-pen'd,all eyes_ are o - pen- ing; all eyes are o-pen'd,alleyes are o - pen - ing;

> >

O . .
N [ ] R ’ F ’ R V]
[ fan /A [ ) [ I | 1) [
ANV |2 —| 4 [ I/ \J | - 74 [ \J

r . ! r r — ! r

Alleyes are o-pen'd,all eyes_are o__ pen- ing; all eyes are o- pen'd, all eyes__are
3 equal parts — #’} # #
o) - - I | I I -
il O [7] I )] | I [ I— I (7] | )] |
4 1 —" 4 ! — - ! /A r[J — 4 ! r[J

7
r

all eyes are o-pen'd;alleyes are o - pen - ing;

Al > = A > =
ﬁ e a— = 2 u%# e = ? uﬁ
/A rY rY e _h /A rY rS ef
/A /A
DAY S e V/\ e
> > 7| 1 > > =
) — A2 - - — —_— a2 - - — —
4 Vi r I — I 4 /A | — [
SEEEE EEREEE]
eﬁ% _ e _ege
N\ — poco ritard. Andante J=92
>/'\
e b2 ) — :
F- i ! [T R— 4 ! )
SV L/ 1 = I/ ; I/ I Ill ! ; ) ! ¢ é. ! o
D) r r ff r l = (small notes opt. add)
all eyes are o- pend, all eyes_are oO- pen- ing!l___ S All eyes,
0 h ’ﬂ h/ F ] h ! (small notes opt. add) i "
s ﬁ‘i e 4 <) I
Q) 0 ; P | . | I I [Q) ;3 Ji rY d Py
Jf = | f
all eyes are o -pen'd, all eyes are o - pen - ing! All eyes,
- (small notes opt. add)
. = 9 2 l’ .O/\ /\k i
? "o N i Y
D | ] | 7. [V} 4 [ i/
| | | | | ) I r =D O
SV \J [ - 1J [ pp 1) | | | ! ! 4 v —
% r — r J' r | " !
all eyes are o- pend, all eyes__ are o- pen- ing!'____ S All__ eyes,
(small notes opt. add
ais e e ,
: . .
L o R el b
r — ! fF T —— Ll ! M |
iy JJ N ] f
all eyes are o -pen'd, all eyes are o0 - pen - ing! All eyes,
\ poco ritard. AAndante =92
N g Pesd & A
H O 4 - - —
HA—e—! € Fe$2
D) \ —t
’ N
\ K oy S| LI~
0 ) N - D 7
il O 4/ [V] Y 4 - - - A
4 I rY JAY
o B, — i V'
O T




poco ritard.

-

of

“I‘A
of

4

of
(small notes opt. add)

(small notes opt. add)

the rights

ﬁ

to

pen-ing

I—

eyes are O-

pen-ing to the rights

eyes are O

the rights

h

pen-ing to

I—

eyes are O-

all

eyes,

all

eyes,

all

eyes,

all

all

all

eyes,

[/

all

eyes,

alli

eyes,

of

| &2

b

poco ritard.

)

o
[
the rights

to

pen - ing

eyes are O

&

=

[

L
-,

I

e ——

all

)

eyes,

JAY

©
gA

z

LR

RN

all

“|

>

[0

eyes,

all

o)
o)

o O

82

=92

a tempo J

=88

@ poco
meno mosso .

of

Ml

of
of

of

e
=)

EpS4
man;
#S

man;

J the

rights  of ff man;

Jf

of
of

rights

J Fhe rights

f the

92

It
a tempo J

Q
Off man;

0

/

T
S man;

HO

.g’ffman'

o)

J-88

8ua.

ffman'

poco meno mosso

poco riten.

\

i

>/‘\
P
.

\

J—

L2

f: r h'_ ke
. 7®

e
»

= 5l e
i
—

101 [ 0=

A -

O

RTTeA

$TTeA

e —

Y S

0

o he obe

. &

o O

A

°
O

S 4




poco riten. .- 88 molto ritard. - (4=64) 83

(0]
[ - =
/_97Equ,o o o > =
o e p « e D@
A \H) *F At At ¥ | |
[ £an [ | |
Dj | ' |

o (ho),
f lff > ,J |
1 — — — | A ] I J
93 S b8 2 bo——=
o o — i
D) } |
man o}
/\
o) o o J = |7J 1=
Yo hid o P 4 e
y MCILe 24 O o |
G = —— |

i 50 ® i =
) |
man . o__
_ R R A molto ) A \ (+=64)

pocJo riten. _ E = vitard. % A
Ly -=88 > £ loco ™= | } £ E
G & 754 . “he p P

| ]

T Te>
e Te>
EERS iy
L
e Te>

[E’S o e~ -
| [ . F T } ; L | || | |
! . - & g

“é’ff . N o ; : A J‘
y— = N
it - %ZE_%EI’# A i%he |,

) T

70 T o —— bl | 'LV‘

N E e F ¥l s

-§\_/g -gvg Beo.

a tempo o
molto piu mosso ):J =128 *Poco Rit.(if with piano*)

e
)fo o e s
A A oV [ 7] -
[ £anY /

1/ FY !
~V o, r 1
eAJffMan
ll ray

5N
?
o
H

\
N
~e
s
1
—

8 8
A 1) N | |
hll O (7] r 4 - | |
4 / =

*With band, next to last bar
ancora piu mosso

g 4= 140

-
AN
(7] F 4 -
/A rY
sffz
JAY \ N
N r 4 -
? D] /A rY
- é‘ (palm smash--
{_\ — chromatic) %
B, -



Choral Works by DAVID AVSHALOMOV

MIXED SONGS OF INNOCENCE AND OF EXPERIENCE
CHORUS SATB (divisi in a few) (Wm. Blake)
46 separate settings, averaging 1-4 min. ea. Full list w/details on request
PRINCIPLES, secular cantata (Thos. Jefferson) [32]
SATB (divisi) version, solo baritone, concert band, (or piano or organ, can add
perc.) (also in TTBB version, below)
THE MIXED BLESSINGS, [10:30]
SSAATTBB, (from the Beatitudes—Matthew/Luke), Handbells (6-7 players)
PRAISE THE LORD! [4:40]
SATB (divisi)/Organ/Opt. cymbal (Psalm 150)
THIS SACRED SPACE [4:45] Consecration Anthem with congregational hymn
SATB (divisi) (brief Alto solo)/Organ/4 Brass/Timpani (text by the composer)
I BEND THE KNEE OF MY HEART [5]
SATB (divisi) (Canticle 14/Manasseh)

THERE’S A WIND [4]
SATB (divisi), (brief S1 solo), optional wind whistling

O EUCHARI (Columba Virtutem Illius)—Meditation [5]
SATB (divisi) (Hildegarde von Bingen)

KEDUSHAH for the High Holy Days [5]
Cantor (solo tenor or soprano), SATB, piano, flute

GO AHEAD AND REJOICE [2]
SATB (divisi) (Doris Avshalomov)

FATHER THE TREE [4]
SATB (brief S1 solo) (Doris Avshalomov)

SONG FOR LATE SUMMER [4]
SATB (divisi) (Doris Avshalomov)

U.S. 30 IN IDAHO [2]
SATB (divisi) (Doris Avshalomov)

WOMEN’S WHERE YOU GO, I WILL GO (Ruth and Naomi) [12]
VOICES SSAA (brief S2, A2 soli)

DO YOU BELIEVE IN ANGELS? [9]
SSAA, 8 High strings (or organ reduction) (poem by the composer)

THE ANGEL [3] SSA from Songs of Innocence and of Experience (Wm. Blake)

MEN’S PRINCIPLES, secular cantata (Thos. Jefferson) [32]
VOICES Orig. version TTBB (divisi), solo bar., concert band (or piano or organ, can add perc.)

THE U.S. AIR FORCE FUGUE [3]
TTBB (based on “Off we Go, into the Wild Blue Yonder)

THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER [1:45]
Arranged for barbershop quartet or ensemble, TTBB

NOVELTY THE CHOCOLATE CAROL, Holiday version [3]
SATB (brief divisi) with piano, optional flute
(also available with small orchestra accompaniment)
SATB a cappella caroling version
also Valentine’s version: LOVE & CHOCOLATE
SATB (brief divisi) with piano, optional flute (also with small orchestra)
SATB solo quartet version with piano

Performance materials, pricing, and full list of works:
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davshalomov@earthlink.net - www.davshalomov.com - (310) 392-2641
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