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PRINCIPLES
(Brief note by the composer)

This work was inspired by my first encounter with Jefferson’s personal Creed, chiseled high on the
stone wall of his Memorial in Washington, D.C., during cherry blossom time in 1970. It stunned me
like a lighting bolt. Other texts there intrigued me as well, given my lifelong concern with social
justice. | soon sketched settings for some of those ringing phrases, laying out structural ideas for a
work for male voices and band (I was serving in the USAF Singing Sergeants). The sketches then
sat in my sketchbook for over two decades.

In 1993, the 25th reunion of the Singing Sergeants was announced; | offered them a new work
based on my Jefferson sketches. Though a performance at that event did not materialize, | was
already on fire writing and couldn’t stop. Some research had provided further texts, culminating in
the amazing Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, a document for our time, which sets the tone
for the whole work.

Musically, the piece is a hybrid; it draws on the old formal conventions of oratorio, with choral
sections, solo voice, interludes, more choral passages, recitative, and so on. But it is dramatic in
emotional range, and stylistically rooted in mid-20th-century, in the neo-tonal vein. The form was
delineated by my choices of text, and the text was a challenge to set. Jefferson’s prose uses the
long, earnest cadence of the Enlightenment, with formal rhetorical flourishes and extended series of
clauses. To get a manageable “libretto,” | made frequent ellipses--without altering meanings or
inflections. Although many of his formulations spoke directly to me, few evoked lyricism. My
response was to develop a hortatory, structured singing rhetoric to match the logic, rhythm, and
structure of the ideas; | managed to eke out some lyric moments as well.

The principles set to music here are not worn out, nor are they merely empty rhetoric (remember
Tian an Men square). We have scarcely begun to realize the potential that lies behind Jefferson’s
optimistic view in his last days, that “All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of Man.” | simply
hope that my music will help to "refresh our recollection of these rights, and an undiminished
devotion to them.”
The text sources, in order of setting, are:

His personal Creed

Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, 1779/86

Letter, London, 1787, in reference to Shay’'s Rebellion

His personal Motto

Declaration of Independence, 1776

His self-penned Epitaph

His last letter, June 24, 1826, declining an invitation to the 50th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence, due to his failing health. [He died July 4, 1826]

David Avshalomov, December, 1996



CREED

"| Have Sworn"

Setting: David Avshalomov

Words: Thomas Jefferson

L 9
>
>
c c
S S % |
0 m g ¢ m 1 o
wn (1] ”
Lin\} M a1 ey M YNl PEN m
= = "
CHIEE SUR AR A Yt 2| |
s |lsllls s SIS W
A AN R < /vw |
<% %= g6
1 1 1 1 @D
>¢w@w
I 1 I I A M IRUIN i
AeL 8L
ASLLS o
Aelle
A
m 1 1 1 1
I
- AeL I8
o A ]
M [ e\
0] ~<leg < |l|olls
on mER
Busy Rusy Busy Busy M = i
DNOF DO N\ N 5~ X &
\ pa
- N 2 0]
= 5 = 8 £
LI

o’

of al -

al - tar

the

sworn up - on

have

sworn

have

sworn

have

[ N N N N A

o

of al -

-on the al-tar
o & » » o o £

e

| sworn up

have
=

sworn_____

£

g o
)

have
g

sworn
i

have
%

\

f)
f

V2

Y

-9

>z

e

g

&

Pz 8]

L.
>

&

O

[0 24

N ¢y

é =

2

y

©1993 - David Avshalomov



AN @ TN | O N
~ o] 9
S [T NIt Y T e
Pan
AR -+ .. s 23 L
2 lel] ol L [el/8 Telalle
N e o\ | o |[el @ 3
m o
o o~ | e ell] S S Te
= = Z &
— = ] Ps
= ' e
2
. © T o || s o~
c c
N Ay -
E
e ol 2 | o
N | o || o
™ ™~ .
. . .| E "
o ~ TR S || T Hh
=
0
)
~ v ™ Z | LN
En 0
i = Ly L
. ha
o ol e ol vy ..mJ A~ O |
2 2|1 ¢ AL -
NI O 9| da O QL[ Dy I vv
o el ol Salll|w||dl T e
L] = g
= = L
L1 D8 s e TS e ™
E E N )
DO DNOF N\ BN O A\
\ pa

Al

5z

‘e
#

cresc.

ty- ran-ny ™P o- ver the

ry form  of

ev

ter

=

i ﬁ

Ay m_ Ayt
) |
A

it
N Il
- ™
L AeL

== -
1]
HH! o

= =

u./
Ay At
L] A
W Y A
|| ] >wa\
[ ﬂ [
™ D
™ | W *N
L &ml
St orlle

hos- il - i -ty

nal

ter

mp

3

%]
1

N

IDLYAN 4

)
4
Py

%]
1

o’

Il
1 1 f
EXSH x\
[ I\ ,\
143 |
eoo] L
| il i E:S
=
. k)
e s
o]
3
=
e
.nlmva
¢ g Y glie
| | $\\ L e e
L 100
Y Hw.ﬁ
hw A
I e
fiﬂﬁ
\unﬁtﬁﬁ
5 5 il
= #O_n = ExS ounm.wu EnlER
S 11 N5 Q| 00\\_ |
ko] ko]
£ T QL .E Q] ho| |
m L m i v v e
Calse G\ G\ AN N
S ——

Principles:Creed



The Mind Free

o’

dolce

[ [
—

Al-might- y

4

mp

dolce

bt 7]
i

Wyl

o

h
—

| R
\W == =
.m K
—| | &Y
=l
k5
=
%88 |
G2l O 1
S ———

dolce

o’

|
|
that

4
will

[
preme

His su -

and man -i- fes -ted

/
r

Py
mp

that

will

preme

fes - ted His su -

and man-i-

P!

3
= a\l
= w
d_.
‘.mpv\

IS
L 2 e
+—

T o
g
I
-Hn\
O o
o
ey
=
ey
he)
| o «
O]

Je
= = =
= =

g0l 0

L v

Y |

Y
pARYE

==
== sl = =
B AN
Y

NU!

- Q (RN

3 ===

\ -

-

= = =
kHdv
TR0
& 1RG0
A
= = =
i = =
T9o/elo
= = i = = =
s v
0% N
T ———— N ——

2l o )
el Srell]| ST Di
_ = 8l =Tl
- g eSS
sl &
Tl el Stre ‘\\M,?\
o FR |
Ay oemy > .
[N 7]
el ciell]| e e
N —
LTy LT
pm -~
¢ N | T T[® ﬁ ¢
T} 0T il HEid \ N
ey ¥
I 5 el m I Te EREL IR
(S o))
Yoo .P\JV o L)
T 1ol
e ® | S 1| Al L
e = g = -
B
N = g
[l < Lk m
LN IE X BT ESS
L #
2
He > >
uuﬂb H-W\\b HMW\\
&y
A A T QA
.
I B
p_ p_ h == =
S § .
TR
£ “u
c |, c Y| U
o) € Q| ® 1 1 ST OR S
i i =S A TN O ¥ Sas
e o[ Te 2
L 1A v T
L s 3 4
uﬂn % uﬂﬁ % ' ' a&wm .
ol = || =
©
S o el B o0 [l 7~
ahilin= A
DNl i 2l e N O A\
S ——

p.-v.

Principles:Creed



el s L E | 5 (% |k b
e E ] el S b s
Vi () | | e
! m m m m | —~
P _ _ |
el & )l w5 fe 3
¥ . m = ﬁ m g
P lelld i T ' N Dl | B A
E s | S|4l | g
e S e ]S = o |8 |
o) = 1 - H— .| |4a Wa
'@ ! | ! &)
Pl THE e LA | o s ©
k=) o [ o EEd
: ” o :
Q . | \ 8 &
el £ leal E1 T 8405 (e
|| m T m NE2
; 3
o] > > | c
a | 1HEN ) m ) ] \(\ﬂ(\r\.m I
©
o o~ o o o >bx N @ | e
&) © L7 -
Q Wa Qs Pan! " =
Q &M\ = T (&) - o e 4
g i
o || o ||| %
;a2 . S e &
& ()] & (] B
S — =%
(8] ' O 1 S9N
[ YRR uni =] e 3 5|
— | [r— e
| : _ 4
(= c N 88
L 1 1 L =
 iaNiye} Je) . °
o ™~ Cnl Cnl >hx M E |
ﬁx m
0 0 AR
° =1 ol
q T ] T | |
£ . LhIRE k) % L) '
(] (] =
— — =
i .
Sl spwerv s e 25 E
E £ g
= | = 1] == 11 L2 m
= #WW\ < m b am Af m N—’ w
@ A W A W A W m A W 3 I
| | | L
iy iy
£ £
1|+ © © L,
o w_ \NEE w R LR L.
' '
oo Ao |an
&= aTs
T s s LA
~ Wis Wm
¢ N Ny i) o S unt Yo
( DD
o2 o2 o2
MX@% N CAl N N DO
T ———— N ——

m | '
P e e N
Q : )

! o} ' o M M

W W S

el o el Ll o 7] MY ¥w

| = ! +— : 4

el > ] em ] > T

| _ W _

| c c T

! 1 © \_M\\\ [ i i3 o ! !

! ko] ! ko]

[ CHEE - N [=an

: (O] . [

! = i +—

b |~ | | A 1 1

m m o P

” %) ” %)

ALE A S o

T 11 11 ” [

e = m || S T

W _ | _

LS ] SERRTE © AR T Y R EN

: ' ; q

Colell].— Dv\ m — Ot o

: ' : '

| Q ‘4 | [T BE

W L 18 A.Oan | L m A.Dan TTe Sele

| _ | _

[ YAA R ] c 1

| O a o ﬁ\ e

Plelll el eall P A

m [ W A c A4 o

AT = A QTN AN .= En

; ; P =

W : E3

bolell] = ] el = [T™

| _ | "

I #.mur, W | ™ | u)(.an M.ﬁ A A

i : Vs

L ia NG N Py .

, — ~t

el A 5 |T% o ~

g 5 1 2

o o o =

G o A=1| ] E

[5]

Q , o~ o~
3 n g 0 "ﬁx 2
P 2 © 2 1 A E
P o M o H-9 ) & LTI
g < 8 Thx| S | TR TR
] S m
= , —~
— 1 ! 1 .

- & S M S HT® Bt~ |4

| i Q
g < | = X

AY AY ) AY
RS A "I e\ AN L DXO° N
| \ pa
T ———— N ——

I~ D ~GD NO“s ™D D
e —H - T
“
\\\hv
o a ﬁ i
5 i
— I I ] 1 n - )
1 ] Q w
) (&]
DL 100 m o
w ﬁp\w = g
7 ¢ 8
= =02 e
3 o~ | =
S5 @ L L L o HO | e
a |
W W I )
m m ﬁA °
| [ [ 1 1= a8 m
. I I | I €
k) . . | ER p.pﬂ ER
m . B . 0] . B
i U sd e iR eI IR o SH SN
i —~~
| oo = oo o < P .
m B
! ; ; g | n
. = . =
<4 || Seonl=en || S enl i ey e
- £ £ m
o~ o~
e ° |
YIS - iR ]
H
p.,pH M 0N A ﬂ i ﬁ A A
el > (e e mv
g | i i
Y e Y Sulle My
o~ o~
o o] o , Ley
(&) (&) Pa;
[ | ] L]} | || e e
A S A A% S A [T S
[ YH ' | ol L FR PR
- 2
e
¢ | || | 61 BE L] en W
s < I I
AP « e, ~ ~
W f\\ .m Ll g = || o o
sl gl g W 150 o4
~rgifl Easlaen il 8 anl ey e
& o RN N T RN o
5 Nl © e wf AL © e RS
< [ PN /U [e)) 5 T
N—
mu@% a A N N DO
T ———— N ——

Principles:Creed



0 i
' ! Hi.N
[ 15NN o e || o \‘\ g ~t
o o
L1
4 Al
T A
\; a N a 1 ﬂ
_ _ N E |
AL ENN AN EA N ST g8
Gl R
P ,
7 ¢
o o 5 .
oS el o | S (&l = WF
H H ] 4
N I N I g tn .
m ~ m ~ w i m i w - ] U
- - = f= 5 L)
m Ea m Ea m | = PN = N
A~ A~ At At = N8
im0
~ A
o e <
g A
©
I I I B | -$
. ‘\\!/v
e
m o .\MWHV
m m. o = |01
o L« Ny N
“u Susy Susy RPN A RO~
I T T ERE
I
- “
|~
A A M M <
&
L
A~ A~ At At 1 3 o
o o e ol 4 v
A~ A~ Pl Pl k =7 Lﬂiv
N S I U~ VU
XOF DNOF BN BN <X G m
\ i
S

7] _ s o oo o e
c c T 1] NEEE 1
= ' ol L el ool 2 i it.
IS IS 8TTe = “ =] “ ‘ B
2 2 ofigsd ofz o] b
T < B — .
N : || o0 ml BE]
- 3 . o S e e
G X 3 LR
= = m m | L
_ ' 7 ol B K INEND SEENS L b& el
M- 3 | S = J
= g ﬁ ,U” \D\N
N 1 1
) 5 sl = ol Wl 0l el sl
i Lv nhv . Ly W e e« W N ﬁ
I | N THiR
Y
i ® ® \“V i
(L5 g L e W LS AN
VV I h — N
e m L B8 SR SR 20N e o
N5 N5 mw G X
A | SR [ Q|| c s T1®-
1 1 . W X m i.N
s L3 | 58 < o
M SE MY s M e LIS
mw o el | ¢ e ¢ .
T Ee | T - T
R} o e i b
'Sul @ < | @ M M| A& ..q|m>.. i TR W Sire
2 o T T T T
12 E > S
p o s A adie M
M‘ (@] |
2 2 LM SR w“ o
= o a~ .
| @ | @ Fm U= U Ta N ENEZN 5 ﬂLm%\_
o
M w At J\,} Ly
M E MR i R
N p.pﬂ —iooﬂ =D =G ~a0 ﬂ ~G0
R il it i Wi
| P .mew
i N N
| \ L¥
™ N J \ - | | | .
|| o1 ,
NE 5 ! |
il | ,, )
1 1 :
g g el |
AML w> L w> | 2 NI m Nk
~) 4|||| = ¢ alll< 3l leire
oD oo I~ o 8 1N
olo ole Q . o ol
DREOF G\ =X GNIS  DOF xG& O\ N O @
\ 3 {
N———— N————

p.-v.

Principles:Creed



L I

e

[ 18
4
U -
E &+
+ -
T Y
<
S
o X
<
=
©
C
]
k=)
S
2
(]
P b
<
-
c X
S
o
b
2 ek
(] .
o
O %
(@]
3
0 <

the

be

pre -

7
pi - ous

world and through all

of the

est part

[
great -

e
=

Fle £

Pp (stacc)

T

e

1/ T

bhe .
e
=

o

rp

He=e
Vﬂm

.

ve

b

kHH: |7
%) %) BN
« o |
8 |1 L 12 1l 2|el] A1
A ) n\hv ‘\W © © W
LHHD M - W ™ o | © e || @ ||
o 'S @ (8] N e o o
=3 w5 _
g 5O S oL oL
N %] ) ! '
b @ © WM ) = el - q*qla | —
' _ s} -
nll = L g Y e o R AR ot
0 —
¢ Y alEel snzen
d -
0 A At
© (%] (%]
) > S -
\_ 3 , o~ % % ey
| il [ 3 ALe : '
p. el N E ™ £ [i=
T. %) = = |
I il % LA A
_ _ IS i 2 |2
L el 3 a L 1N R i W o |eH
1 I O || — b - I\ i b ) L | 18
o *- S & s H,__. \ s
ko n I BEE I T 1
SRS - .-
o , el Sl S anll Snl, RN
5 .- = = = o H
I Al = N LR MES o
Iy & A e P iR
c 1 | ™
N () b : - - P
N .m = A wA n|a.w-rf M 0 p.ed
o | y R
(1] m \\mv \# N~ T .U%Lv
7] el [y o ™M " PR
SS s s e m
nn m m @ e o A =N N oEay
_ I, ol & TelllB
ﬁ e i ™ L L =9
s _ ' [
ull L A R . <
I 1S e » < BT S L8] 1 _
_ AU UMELh .
AR A= N H 4 8
A e ¢S 3 B 8 2 Mo E §
2N @ T
1 g ™ am—
' a | v | | N =
A | E \\m S e T (80 L] 1 <
= = =
DNOF DNOF G\ S N N Zilin i ex\{I 2N O
/ £
~— ~—

Principles:Creed

p.-v.



the faith of oth- ers,
|

0 - ver

ion

min -

N

sumed _
A i
N

o

spired men have as -
9

in-

Iy

o]

e

have as -

oth- ers,

of

min - ion o - ver the faith

do

sumed _

e

men

spired

in-

un -

senza ped

X

g:) (sempre ritmico)
” - p— A
r 4

N | | |
£ : £ ” :
] ] | L
I | c i |
® | ® !
N W m m
(0] L | (] | L Amey
> W S , W
o o ! !
™S ! - : '
> > W W
' ' m [
P ” " Va '
|l = ; c ' T
\VO m >‘ e) > m Lo
o H m ) |
< : < ” ;
n k- m %) : m
(] : © , !
o |- m o m
£ : £ m
! m ! | |
x T | X | L
£ W = : :
| < " = " "
= — W = | ”
2l falls el o
g0 8 N3 i\
ol | o o . b | TD
. o | [ © ' 1 —S Ry
i € | | S
o © .
c | © | WM
< @© ,
n m o
L m L c i ©
o k=] H m
T '
£ £
N I a , &
o [N WM o 8 -
3] 3]
Sl c Qe | w N
SATTT® A LS A | "
L © L )
9
= =
o T | '©
c c
- ul -
/1 L p
o o
5 (o -5
e 2 e I M
e B e =
(] T~
» ®
SR & 9 & f L u_Mﬁ\./
S S SIS IS
O NG \
T —

Al

Al

en - deav - our- ing

such
PR BLiafny & T B L

and, as

¢ fal- li- ble,

0

[ £an

 {)

hath es -

—€resc.

-

and as

ble,

he
dod

them on  Joth- , hath es -

pose

>

im

to

en - deav - our- ing

such

fal- li-

ers
=

#“
®

=P
=@

% R
= = =
» k
NP P AR
N ~
B
4 b
1 e [
~ PG
N e
Vs | .
m B iyl mm
Eagy
~t N PNA
o~
Par Wl
. 10N .
e T
e
N
e |
~ ” o
muwm
M
x !
" [P N
L Ny
W
T el
B JICE
[
e 4
~—~~
g
L
~
u./
Q|
&
e N
T —

p.-v.

Principles:Creed



10
10
10

s

yeah,
gions

Principles:Creed

(opt. falsetto:)
re- Ii-

=

false

I ]
gions
gions,

-

o

re- li-
re- li-

false

) be
7
7

tained
tained

to

P

dod

tab- lished and main -

® tab- lished and main -
]

o’

0 2 2 S Zp 2w N il r
all nill Il 2T 58 m
P .
-~ o= m c ).m
- O~ 3 f o™ f =
oalll | 2 el s I il 8 ~> g
ML S Nefs 1R e i S ™3 .
| %]
W | | E
o~ ar~ w | W T Ny "L g m A ] mM
e = = =
= I~
A M| | B L A we |l o\
(U] — = | [+
T e
o || y § 5 L el
b LS T[S el T e | e 3 W o
len = = N = i =
> £
L [ L L L1 mm ' ﬁ
| ERiLLE N E
i m » | m ‘\ L ‘\ S x . c .
_ | B z
* I h
. s e sele s amf o fwe e o 5 o
+— 7 ' 7r () Q o
.Hm i o 1l 1 18
o
. 0 Hl B i B
w3 5 111 » o M, Hﬁ g
T © Bl 9 | L = - _
0 o L < 1—0 i
. o
.m.la. Vo o« &l e b m
_\V*!\\ n_r.v | L1 L] = hIV, N *!\\ % H O
(@] ] (@]
NO 0 ~D N0 N ™GO A
1 - . - g
“w 2 b (el . ﬁ ﬁm Y o O o \ N~
olr o oy - _ H §.8 e w o | .2 s
()]
enll ' M1 Aol Qallall D Aeem - [ 4 = | )
Q10 e - 8 B I3 ’ q
H : e _ 9
" . ) Asalll @Al el D AT wene T
5 L o Ay s | ot 8 ,
— I .S
S) ] @ a
',ﬁ ﬁ i e L] mv [ A ~ [
] = N « P N u ) —\
L ! L[| = )y | | PN At [l ° W
e | o el Ay LIRS _ | I
il ] o |el] o °N
il i
Nl ° e e -
e Do O i o s e g T A
. N
Ay S S 0 S 0 S0 S SBx S S p o
N RO IO\ . ) DO DOF AN BN R &
S —— S —— N———

p.-v.



(/)

110

J=

hath

b7
P
[ £ WY /]

@ intaﬂr%o
A Meno Mosso

ture and rul - er es

leg - is- la-

pre

pi - ous

im

sump - tion

fstentato

v N~
[ e e
o e
o o
o e
o e
_| O\ . N
o e
(Y (Y8
.ku A.v\
(Y (18
.vu (Y8
o e
_| O\ . N
S
o e
A~ A
A~ A
o e
o .o
mi.N . N
LONH L
D~ BT

<]

4

a

-

LI 8.
| TN s [ 1N

g
[ Y mA.ﬁ
e | Tell

_ o]

o
ol Je

g

K
o T
\hv\‘Wlav\

£
S 2
NOF @

es

- la- ture and rul - er hath

leg - is

of

pre

pi - ous

im

sump - tion

stentato

N
: N,
= N

EReERY
AL )
e
u./
u./
L 1y
|®
| A
LB
LN
e
.__ Iy
.
)
_ e
. *3
e S
O\hv%w
8
sy
WMm‘
|
&
| &
A
u./
L 1y
e
Iy
13Te
LN
} INIhdlis
__ g
™
)
a1 _ e
0 4y
N B
1 ,,v

L _ ™

) g
L

Jom_-. ;m_

m-mm\hv\pw

=9 9 ES

o

S o & 0 mﬂoT - -
S
du f .
el N o T i(m mm
a &
e 2
L e i S | )
5 I T gl EQ
w 1 n -
T X m L ANLE [\ _
ko) £ | S| (@l
¢l 2allll Ml E e i
[ | =
ST HTH T EIERE
X * 1 W»ﬁf I e
£ c =
ol '@ ||al el T T 3 e e < M
.y m m N ” m
© he) 1
(10l ol ol e . .
m m T —& T~ uﬂ T
ko] ke * m
L el el &2+ 8|l o g
@ @ HE B
_ ) __ ) u
o) Q s =
ARG L <al- <R (3 Te
iRk g Ml
™ [ 'n (10 N ,
2 g i+
£ S J#Q R
el m ol el [ B ,
o L B LN . ]
h=} - Ly ]
L el o2 ™ =0y .
L K] £ RERR I
= g I3
|| e e L i,
m e . N m HE.N 7\” m
Sas S S S ¥
i i i =8
_ . iy [
e | 0 N [ Y n N g )
(] (] L
_- [\ @ ~e
o N -
AL B A |8 AL ZA A i !
< < A IS
. . . K Ny m ~
o i T |, &
o2 | |e YRR ™ g e
(2] 2] (&]
= = L m: N
: [ - M
5 ; LR I
NS e a8 S TIXR (T A
8 £ =
e O I 0 0 0 0 =0
mu,@)% DNOF R e o0 M\ Mu,@aﬁu,m
S~ ~—

o
4l
\

\

time,
©O

be

?

world and through all

the

part of

O
ver the great - est
F (]

gions o-
L
o}

be
dod

I
re -
e

I
Ise
=
.

Y v

0
[9]
e ]

world and through_all time,

the

part of

great - est

| I—

the

ver

gions o-

re -

JI false

MOoSsso

- NOP
S o
»
o O &
« S £
o - 000
~ .S
! . N
el T Teewm
.
R e
. o
B 8
n [v4
I
|| Wa
NI
o0
I o
o
—
T I
]
g
T &
(@]
ol &5
IS
=8
o
L YRR e
W S |
R
S &
A=
GN| TS

3
N
o1
N e\
LU
8.
we
s o
I N
N
e
»
N
I NEEYS
eTTe
\hvﬁhn”
0
™
e
»
e
&
9
8
2
2
fan



Fo

e

b oo

bo

| & 1
|{en LN
. L.
LN 1 &
. 1 &
1 1 .. ..
— & T

: <

>

=

87| |18

w N

=

A\

SHIIE Y

PO

D

O
Vi

el g =2 4
ey 7 LDWH )
| I
& R whe W ele

DTS s o———
r——y
ne ]
|
|
|
I
[#] |
I |
| |
[ [
A
7]
{
#

10@

™| ™ ™
o & i 4
Eol e gy l-zy -nes 2
_ —a +— \hW (2]
i L L 1 % 14
s
(@]
g 5
p| | DAL N O
v g
i g
A N
I ] ] |
|
|
< < i
2 2 L]
s 3 23 |y —gwe - &le |
£ R £ Ml H |
e en oen
. N
= ™
= Sl CRRRREE-
2 gl 2B g -wk -gle S (RS
1IN T~ T \hv\hv i len
RNNR IR R R w0
7 DXOF N BN OO 6N mu,@os DO 4N BN O G
N———— S

Principles:Creed

p.-v.



Our Civil Rights 1
® -
P~ U A—' ) - I - I S——— . \
Baritonesolo =52 P b0 } Ly ) 4 J e o %‘
E by}; 4 | | v o ‘ L
Lento J=60 P our civ-il rights have no de-
—
E—
A /'\ - . . — . . . — .
e ve e i a - 5 BEES = 588 =
’ = ' = =" = =
o ‘ ‘ —
Pianoforte mf A mp ——l
Yy LT A ; ‘n ‘n N (etc.) N
i RN "4 i PE q/‘/ i i . q"i o -i . q/‘/ I
v [ _T e B 7 [ _T - 7 'K _T o 7
;: J i o : ;: L d i = h ;: ’ i = h
L senza ped. * H L et h v hd H
. — L— bye 0o "
b b e * S5 =202
b 2 J— | [ | ru |
pen - dence on our re- li- gious__ o- pin- ions, an-y more than our o -pin- ions in
- : oD B Se— be-
/: A — \ i ' .}\ h\ 7 (LV’) F
7 LV, ——— i i
A Ol ‘H A
/"‘b“bb‘h‘o N i ——¢ q’"/ = — )75‘\/ vi & —Y \‘\/ y ——
v | 1 | 7 R 1 7
;: ” i - h% ;: h% % (b)
£ a E L4 (B)
e 1E 2 . @
: ¥ e —T—— . . — — \
/ / 7 | | Vi |
5 I a I 7 I —— I I — I r—i
phy- sics or ge- o- me- try; and there- fore the pro -scrib-ing an - vy
$ 5 53 :;E
- _——
‘ \
o) [T I \k\
. . N N
P Y—> i & Y % — - ——& q/‘/ e ——
v 7 I e B / B _1 et B 7
h h L - @ ;ﬁ Ld i - h%
5 @ A 5
—— —~——
i&ﬁgﬁé_ : ‘ r— ¥ —_— — 1 = = — ‘a‘ ! E Eii
| |
cit-i-zen__ as un- wor- thy.  the pub- lic con - fi- dence, ..un-less he pro -fess or re -
e 2 2 — : e ob o9 op :‘:
ﬂ:—\b_t‘_'-—m—é (7] : - E (7] .
d Lys \DVL’D | } / ul S~— / }
b = ‘ ‘ ‘ |
pa | N A
7" L;Vivb‘\h‘v — —r—& #’ i —* — -i Y & q/ i i
v R _T - 7 R _T = R
;: J ;t - h ;: J i s ;:
v L4 h & -
©1993 David Avshalomov p.-V.

Principles: Civil



g e ° "} . [r— | — P—
0 L] [ e Iy | [ [ [ o} [ [ | [ = [ | |
| L/ k ' & | 1 g [ | | | | |
I | r | / ! Vi L ju . ‘
d / Vi ! | r il
r _— Jp
nounce this or that re- li- gious O pin- ion, is de - priv - ing him in - ju- di-cious -
o . ()
0 N ——— 0d .
[ 7] = [ 7] .
I / / e
o | |
—— | mp [ —
. (etc.) N N
oY . | . A N N N N
Joe 1D h | [ 7] N [ 7] r 4 7 [ 7] [ 7] [ 7] [ 7] [ 7] r 4 | A Y] [ 7] [ 7]
AR RAN / / / P / 7 / / )] / P i I 7 /
I : J b
&

(YN
Q]
LISE RS
Te|
iy
-
.
y
Q|

ly of those priv-i- leg-es and ad- van- ta- ges to which ...he has a nat- u - ral
> : I W S— bres:
- =i |
Y ! w | ¥

~e
~e)
~e|
~e)

N
v
H
BT
o
<
T
AX | vy
o
d
e
e
ol
id
Y|
Y
~e
ﬂ' Ly
~e
o
.lie
~e
e
o
Y

right; it tends al-so to cor-rupt the prin -ci-ples_of that ver -y re -
. J: 64 (o) //‘\
.
\
I
|
|

L7 -

~
j
d
o
CHl
=
ol
~e
LJ6Y
o le
ol
ClicyEs i
ol
CHN
VS
ole
CHN

2 e e o e ® . . © o e e //?
b b e 1 | — 1 ‘ " — 1 ¥ N | | | ‘ \
75 \thv — — ;E_M 7 |

li-gion it is meant to en- cour- age, by brib- ing with a mo-

. TN\

(10 )@ ] ./\E ;e
e ﬁ 5 = N~ | |
|

T
~e|

ol
o ||
~1
ol
oLe
8
B
xe)
8
vﬁr\\
.\
9]
.
il
o

p.-v. Principles: Civil



. .-
L [ P ke hw‘ # h# 2 # — h% hw‘ P
I | —_— | r |
L Pya Lo— \4 |
nop- o- ly of world- ly e- mol- u- ments those who will ex-
, o J 5
3 e e * FZ 3 f e >
O } i q . i Hh
4 P =
r
mf
%
4 1 Y
h i qg —
h - hjf -
L
e e o o ’ 14 Dsubito Tempol . ento,  J=60)
I | | | I /] | r |
L] Pya [ — [ 3 ! ]
ter- nal- ly pro- fess and con- form to it
n . Ten. 2; one solo voice:  hasty A
174 2 LV\ I — 6 ol ] I ] I ] I ] 7.
'C’“V LV\ \r) !?r) !i i) | } i i 'l\
D) CHORAL (WITH BAND ACCOMPANIMENT ONLY. P . | —
VOICES  Like off-stage acccusers; perhaps through cupped hands.) (crim-i-  nals! )
Bar.; one solo voice: _nasty ﬁ o o —eo _ .
Ly mro - 6—— | 1 1 T
7 b [ PT y /1 T r
s = 3
V4 —
/J—\ =
s o S
L I —— 7 G G - D m— i
7 Ly,ivwhv 4 i = % £ ‘
(mf) _
Y C K S
/l- La[)i Pya | A0 0/1 Y L] 4 )] L] Y L] L L]
s L,V - / I/ r' 1 } 1 ‘ ‘L\ 1
7 = = re’ = b’
z o re senzaped. @
‘ u b
indignant /
_ e e te e te Lo D)o e ﬁf Lo
/. LV\ \DVLV,D 7 HS —— i} 7 } iy) } ‘} | [ I ! i r }
(another Voice:){ in-deed these are crim- i- nals. who do n?t with-  stand such temp- ta- tion,
Q ‘ 2 ‘. — 2 (athlrd')’ A
Hoy—rvs — 1 <
& o
(crim- i-  nals! N
anothgr voice:)ﬁ - ‘,A‘,/\‘ (athird:)
0 ; i i i P4

Principles: Civil

p.-v.



he
e
tion,

ta-

2 O |

ke

g

with- stand such temp-

not
A

b:

8 (e
[ \=)

do

who

(the second:)
(the second:)

23
are crim-i- nals

ke

qe

deed these

—

in-
.

b [V
10
A
(?) (crim- i- nals!
IR

4

y Commrm>wm
(thefirst:)

4

(thefirst:)

13A
!

Principles: Civil

the

lay

| d
=@

&

who
-

(with scorn)

poco ritard.

N8

mp

)

Y

(

in-

mp

7
(loco)
TOo
O,

those

o~
=P
Ee

their
=P
Ee

N

nei-ther are
[NIGH- ther]

in

yet

‘/}ossi a)

(grim)
bait

5
%

0]
104

b [P D
b [ VI

P
b [P D

P
b [P D

(ugly)

0 |
Jo 1Dy |

4

|

0 |
Je D hH |
0 |
Je D hH |

4

0 |
Je D hH |

4

0 |
Je D hH |

4

p.-v.



The Opinions of Men

14

piu MOsso

Moderato J

=86

S o o
. .
Q ™ Q XY uE
5 S
& | & L. 1
= 2
_ N : [ \
= \ =1 o |
£ g o e Afr
3 5 4
o)
.n_u © At |- ¢ nl]
m ] W By
— S o™ |o ejern
™ O |em L | S en )
I} Wa
NN fn o f ot c o~ =< Ai -
HHR N p.pﬂ SERE
|| 7 Q| Ll | el
= IS
S o
g =
| IS L 18 | . |
£ L 1 £ LY
) )
3 L1 3
o o | 1 |
= ||ell el 4
_
2 .Lm_ olll = 4
© o
s [|jelll el 5 el
S (el elll| © 4
W (] Wl Ryl Q |
\i .J .ku o - r\_
1 0 A s (0
) | THE Y AN Y
e | 2 .v_~ o 2 |
d— d—
L — —
K ] m @ 19 ] m o |
o o
HJ- © o ol < o
c
15 n_n.v q H— [) 1 1
L) o JCYEE BTN ey
L YRS o e S
A » »
L) S | JHE gL SR I
_ _
L) = [ 1 [ B £ o Ay i
S S
L) ; (Y oﬁ ; -ﬁ
1) | 1)
) )
K ] = Q| Q| Nl ! o™ Dyl
8| T.m u/f e Tm | —deqm <
= NE Ne
St TS e S =
= e b e = || e |
L L pLun il
= o = 3 3 == o 3
Ees Ees in=== ms= =
= = TR L v - i
o AN Lo
Munmw)% XO¥ 6N AN e
S~~~
- ~N Q
T T B :
[ [ ow o

S > s
o o \ /
e e
3
- o d Atrierte.
5 _
.m m 4 4 A A
a2 c
S s U RN
2 S
A 4 AT Y ) AN
3 8
YN o e Y YN
el © [T o Wl
o o
e 2 T e u I A~
=] =]
£ £
ATre @ ATTe| AR T AR L
— )
" (]
o o N A > ot
s o N I
| 9 Il o wll
_ | e B P o A LY
75
S 0 | A Y At 1 At
%S
22
m e (Y Ay A e e
B3| N b PR FAN
PN =t MN=]
Arel '@ AT AT T AN e
@ @
oK S sunaliBiauny
L} m | w | | \ ,
. 2 ol 2 ol
B | b N o EN A LY
SIITE 7 & _
S £ S
g L )
S | A o | i i
£ 15
= £ .
88 e e § s L
YN o YN Y o YN
E=S E=S =53 N== 3 5. N== 3
uﬂwﬁ uﬂwﬁ unw# unwu‘ uﬂwﬁ uﬁwu‘
an an et Noan an Noan
DNOP DNOF B\ N DO AN
\
T — S

Principles: Opinions

© 1993 David Avshalomov



(normally D= A A A A J=D A 15
; > = — A
S/ ﬁmﬁw D) ?xpr%sv@ B ) ! ! ! = ! ! T = =9 .
W T "L o | | | [l ) | |
[ £an T
Y hal [ [ [ [
% strain the pro- fes- sion of prin- ci- ples on sup- po- si- tion of their ill mf ten- den- cy
B ~Cresc.  ——— - 7 A A AA /}‘ """"""" A
22 o ! T ! ! ! = ! ! —— =—¢ .
W - L | | | (e I | ey
[ £an LY
\'_; hl | | }‘ [ [
,,, —_— TN
n = > A A — A A A - = A
K/): ‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁu g }’ }’ } I QQ | | | | | | € | | | | | I/ |
i - i o B— ‘ | ——— ‘ : — o B : ‘ =t ﬂ
strain the pro- fes- sion of prin- ci- ples on sup- po- si- tion of their ill m ten- den- cy
Cresc.
L L
Yz g e e
— | S ‘
ot
N =4
Y Wil € QL =4 [>] ©Q
W % L oy - 8 - g - - - [ )
J?—H 8 I 8 I 4 4
;f _ ;t — | wf
T 0 ) 3 QT : D M- D)
Jo wLlTT r 4 (&) r 4 C/( C/( 8 '(\ C/( == ha\
— o € §—= o o 8 o 4 o 4
;ﬁ K2 ;ﬁ La %ﬁ
- [l sk > A ‘ @
3 i = o 2 = — 13 - 2 - B
\‘ I/ / | _!‘ E‘ o @ P _!‘ \4 €
[ | O
MP is a dan- ger- ous fal-lascy,  ——
f ek >
| =
n mp >
=
| d g
is a da;n— ger-- ous fal- la- cy,i> P 3 dan- ger- ous fal- la- cy,
*) ﬁu'rﬁ‘ﬂ‘- 3 ) — ® ] E— ‘P:‘ P— ] s — - 2 A o
— i — 1 = P e 1 t4 ’p ,‘C‘ #1 =t - \ %3 & 'KW
A ouH a dan- ger- ous fal- la- cy;
ot ©Q [ ©Q [ =4
[ ) bl - - [ ) - - - [) ]
4 4 4 8
D)
4 r rp
oYy " L. © ) ) =4
Jo w[TTw oF L] = [ ) L] L] = L] [ ]
——Gra —— e . S— 8
” i /

- D
) g7
uf Which at once de- . stroys al - re Il gious Tib- er-ty. S itis time e-
———— f > - - - >
(7] y | i [ [ 4 -

N H
Poco piu mosso =92
RN P, /=9
7 R~ T\ B - /] - D) - e I ) -
G 53 % by,
bﬁ/ julle ] 4 4 ! 4
=
E—— ol A
mf ﬁha ot E&fA g %
7] ! 0> L7 i LT T
_—t = | a—— o,k
" -+ 4 4 1 r b,, ‘ T
o > <
r r -
v ——

Principles: Opinions p.-v.



[

T

acts a- gainst

—

ment___ for its

ment___for its
acts a- gainst

i

ern-
.
ern-
ert
ert

gov-
54
gov-
ov-
ov-
be

[ =%

e )
e )

=0
to
to
N (7]
poco ritard.
A

e o 5 F

—

civ- il
civ- il
Y
in-
in-

(gavel)

of
of

there- fore
there- fore

i

L

break out
break out
e T

[

=

T

[

T

=

PE——

es
es

.

—

pos-
pos-

£

ci-ples
ci- ples

pur-
LA
pur-

I/

— —

ful
ful

=
|

Y
fere when prin-

right-
right-
fere when prin-

der;

or- der;

the

the
ter-
ter-

or-

[}

[

e

for
for

of- i- cers____ to in-

good
good

[}

d

an
and

Py

of- fi-cers____ to in-

nough

nough
peace
peace

04

[ £ ML

o’

16

Principles: Opinions

p.-v.



We Do Enact v

Calm, rational (Very pure, straight tone from 23 to pickup to 25) pOCO MOSSO J =60
@Andante e=52 (libero, poco rubata) giusto (in tempo)
8 o /\\p [ I a— \a/\\ﬁ i — I —
[ 7] 1 | | | | | | | '/ & | | | i
c v/ - L - = e o e 0
'g’pWe, the Gen-er- al As- sem-bly of Vir- gin- ia___  do en- act.___ that no man shall
= e T
0 e a—— | | | \ — ! — \ | = A ———— |
g p ) ‘ ‘ ‘ | | | — —
—— = " _
e e e e e e
| r | . . [ | S— " | | | g | g Vi—p‘;‘
pWe, the Gen-er- al As- sem-bly of Vir- gin- ia__ do en- act:_ that no man shall
| A ! | — ! r - —
D, S T —— e e
\ e e R " I » ! |
~ [ 4 | ~——
N ! y = | -
A e | 7 |
ANV “j_’_ﬁ‘r‘—’—‘_lﬂ—’_&_a! g | \’-i | | | ] | | I | |
eg, - T . [=—. \ r S !
be com- pelled to fre- quent or sup- port an- y re- li- gious wor-ship, place, or min- is- try
=
[ ‘/_‘\_\ | | ——— \ - | -
P —— | | e o > b — ] “;P ‘Z" - | ‘# - o ‘ “;P o » i
@ i * * 44‘/0 /4/0 }4—a. g‘ | | | | | | D] [ I | } |
¢, be com- pelled e — | r —
I L /\
e ) —~~ T~ |
[) ) P }E [#] I @ | [#] |
4 | [ | | |
I } [ } | } | } |
be com- pelled to fre- quent or sup- port an- 'y
o) f | |
 a—— —
N = o > 4 ) ..
an- y re- li- gious wor- ship, place, or min- is- try
POCO pill MOSSO (like a warning) ; »
- f) | | = — > He ® . * 7
P R }%R o U e e I ua— T S e S ” |
[ fanY 1 7 D] [T = 1 [ | | = | | 1 Vi I | Vi I 4 | r | |
ANV Y Y | ru i || | | | | | r | | r I ! ! | |
% what- SO- ev- er, nor shall be en- forced, re- strained, mo- lest- ed, or bur- thened in his
f ! N T CresG | = - —
) P P o [ \- [T ] [N D ‘
P & & e ud [
[ fanY [ ] il
ANV ( ( | ru i | B el | | r | r | r | h . . ‘ |
D nor en- forcedcresc. _
| | L - , - [ ]
o) T~ | [ | |
7—F e —+t5 ve ’ s :F & \ A \ \ l
} I } [ | 'U | } ru | 4 | r | b . . |
T nor shall be en- forced, re- strained, mo- lest- ed, or bur- thened in his
Fay \L) \L) ——— - KT — CreSC.‘ = = —
oo g1 i sy .  — —— bR —— bf’ . EC‘
il L Ve o } - } y— } — ] I I I |
what- So- ev- er, nor en- forced
poco riten. (wi trc:I compasjcln)
) ) - Andante — — (gecoming clear) poco ritard.

e )

£ bod- y or goods, pp OF shall oth- er- wise  suf- f‘i on ac- count of his re- li- gious o0- pin-ions or be-
,——‘ - ( ) Fﬁ | ﬁ ‘ ‘ |
- D ————
C — 7 18 | = I — 14 —+* T | e ‘

Principles: Opinions p.-v.



S o o™ o >v | v ! v
] il T T e |10y U 80| LY
w8 [ TS|
s | = || (5]
a A, ie) "
e e e N s S o (PR A
© © | i i i
| v |1 w . | ' RN Ll | L
Iy » » D ™
i m il i m \T} y S ﬁ = = ﬁ
o]
. N . =2 s (e B NS Bk
I O Ft |l O [T Q
s | = ] Ll .
oM 1o [t w L) _ » w »
© © e | s | © e
0| 7] N o |17 L &L = mn
HH HH HH HH o c s Rl < T
R el 0 A
o) Ll L Al |
) _ s NS *
A | ||| = |
i L m L)
o &[T ol T
L fp (@1
e T e TR .WJ \\ln.mJ \\\\p.mJ
L Y Y [ H sl (el
. . 1RSI = L
S S L ) i) R |
e E|TTe TTe| E | |TTTe = =
e < e T e
@\J mL = BEL ) = ﬁ',
< <
5
= £ =
n3 —_ - i e ST
] I I ||
.m e L m L)
.m.“ ISR At - ALy i\ S [AUSy i\ S
g e T3 e A A A A
.Aon . = P E={Rs o g|
] o p o p o™ p K ] I~ K ] | I~ |
1 s Pia £ IS
L) L oy | L)
RN LN L L e o [T TTe| of T
+— s =
B B | o | e
c
€ ™| © »
o £
IS
- " S B 5 )
Y— Y— (@) (@)
o] 2 R a2 a N a [~
© <
(1 C ( -
[T DT AR R |
\ / p;

18

corto

Via = L T | = Vs
UMM (T
o o o o
HEEERY He, R, L
N <.m -< e ..w< —\\o
i 5 (111 e 5 BEL )
A [} [}
N BGH[|CHy | St
Sl calis gy
P an >W D > | W> LHU.
m o ™o
o o
(TN Sl
1 ol = : SRy
i E | PE AL
14 s AR an!
rm \Vd |
(b} [}
] 2T L9 1.
= =
1 Vm_\ | e 2 T i
I £ Ai = BN
N ST lc e
" [0]
(] (]
T € 1T L E T
© IS
| Q || [}) |
4 £ ‘ £
|| = | | | = U
T z
© [ | o [
S S Mg
1 & la N LRy »
y LT |
DROF DL & o
\ Vs

T T \\\aM R
g ! g
T = [{T7T% \\ﬁ = \HB
\Af E \# I AP
;‘a. 4 ;‘i. oL
K ] I~ K ] I~ |
o o
2 an Y 8 ax § i N Y Qp A
o o
e =™ TTe =\ [T
kHH! . M |kH# |7 . M AKHA
o o
I = 1 ™ = 1
“Te ol MTe [fte| @} |[*TTe
e e
d— d—

B PR PR PR
B PR PR PR
L | | iR Vs
(8] (8]

o g ]
L1 t.l ||| f_ L1
e N (I L
o~ uN W ull
N N S = =N L et e
pals A LA / v i
” 3
At gt [ TS | 17T
—
Sa T, [T AN LEL
-
D am (Y m ! |
» 2 L) 3 L
o o
S Vimsl G P an N & LT
o o
T —_— \\\. [ — [T11
L ER(Re2=R 3 LT
o o
DO DT G\ N
\

Principles: Opinions

p.-v.



19

=60

Poco Mosso 4

solemn

- {)

Cresc.

the

that

clare

do de-

and

clare,

de-

free to

are

...we

Ji
cresc. #

!\/
the

that

do de- clare

and

Cresc.

clare,

are free to de-

we

pp..

be
L

(1. v)

Al A~ Al ~ b
%) a
Rk W M \\.hnluy T T
T _ \‘ql,m N\\ e
171 = n -1 R e
g & T bl
. c| H c - BRI RN
|| ol () || [
|7 =) = |
ﬁ ks ﬂ 1% G ﬁé e
[ .“_r.v I || n_r.v T Dl
© ©
o~ o~ ~ o~ a~
e e s e ®
T 3O T e
#*
Bl S 5 TTTe R
» »
1 s Pasiy L
9 B »
M 2 M T 2T
letl o | |l | o emd L
v 5 L 5 n AR
= = v
g g 8 RIEeS
) 5
~— ~ ) p_
8
@ @
TRl S | TN S | [17® LIEE)
= = ) )
DNOT NG (N AN < N
\ f T —————

w —
S
mxa Cro ma/ m\ame WA FW
e
LIBR)
™
N e e TR | & & AJAR.)
| | e
E SR
= ! !
(@] © ©
O £ £ o
X 17 T X T
\_nlualﬁ dP N S aP R o
mxa Crel G \ame ¢ iy
el a4
o)
5 s
O = 11 LN | T N 1
)\ M ) ®| = N " o
\\p LU s Y ]
T m il e m TTTO i
£ g [
A | | | | p
™ B aP( TR sl e 1o
NOF DO N GN| DO
\

p.-v.

Principles: Opinions



20

NOTE: In a performance with piano, sing this fugue a cappella, if

possible. Use the piano reduction in rehearsal as needed. If
necessary, the pianist may play along discreetly in performance to
help with intonation. (The band scoring doubles the vocal lines.)
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Words: Thomas Jefferson

All Eyes Are Opened

(Epilog - July 4, 1826)

Setting: David Avshalomov
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ritmico

(Conductor: When performing with piano, if you have a trap drummer, use the drum
part. Or, an intrepid vocal sound-effects man can fake the percusson rhythm here

using the classic tsk-tsk noise. Both are optional.)
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(Conductor: WHEN SINGING FROM
MEMORY [RECOMMENDED] OR TWO
ON A BOOK: If there is room and the choir
feelsit, they may gradually show the character
of the music here by some or al of these
sgns-

Lift your gaze;

Raise a hand; raise both;

Raise your arms;

Shake your hands;

Turn right, left, 30 degrees, dowly:

Lift your chin and SING TO THE SKY.)

(Otherwise, do the the hand claps on
beat two instead, until the peak at 72.)
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PRINCIPLES
Secular Cantata on texts of Thomas Jefferson

for male chorus, solo bass/baritone and concert band
(music by David Avshalomov; 1993-4)

| HAVE SWORN UPON THE ALTAR OF [ALMIGHTY] GOD
ETERNAL HOSTILITY AGAINST EVERY FORM OF TYRANNY
OVER THE MIND OF MAN.
[his Creed]

*kk

... AlImighty God hath created the mind free, and manifested His supreme will
that free it shall remain, by making it altogether insusceptible of restraint;
... all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments, or burthens, or by civil
incapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness. . .

... the impious presumption of legislature and ruler, civil as well as
ecclesiastical, who, being themselves but fallible and uninspired men, have
assumed dominion over the faiths of others,

setting up their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only true and infallible,
and as such endeavoring to impose them on others,

hath established and maintained false religions over the greatest part of the
world and through all time. . .

... our civil rights have no dependence on our religious opinions, any more than
our opinions in physics or geometry;

and therefore the proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence . . .
unless he profess or renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriving him
injudiciously of those privileges and advantages to which . . . he has a natural right;
it tends also to corrupt the principles of that very religion it is meant to encourage,
by bribing with a monopoly of worldly . . . emoluments those who will externally
profess and conform to it;

indeed, these are criminals who do not withstand such temptation; yet neither are
those innocent who lay the bait in their way;

. . . the opinions of men are not the object of civil government, nor under its
jurisdiction;

. . . to restrain the profession . . . of principles on supposition of their ill tendency
is a dangerous fallacy, which at once destroys all religious liberty

.. . Itis time enough for the rightful purposes of civil government for its officers to
interfere when principles break out into overt acts against peace and good order;

therefore,



We, the General Assembly of Virginia, do enact:

that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship,
place, or ministry whatsoever,

nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, or
shall otherwise suffer, on account of his religious opinions or beliefs;

but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain their
opinions in matters of religion,

and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities.

... we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of
the natural rights of mankind . . .

... the truth is great and will prevalil if left to herself;

she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to error,

and has nothing to fear from the conflict unless by human interposition deprived
of her natural weapons, free argument and debate;

errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely to contradict them.

[from the Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, 1779/86]

*%k%

What country can preserve its Liberties, if its rulers are not warned from time to
time, that this people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms.

The tree of Liberty must be refreshed from time to time, with the blood of patriots
and tyrants. Itis its natural manure.

[From a letter, London, 1787, in reference to Shay’s Rebellion]

Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God.
[Personal motto]

*k*k

We hold these Truths to be self-evident,

that all men are created equal,

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights,

[and] that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

That, to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends
it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it,
and to institute new Government . . . in such form as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.



... Governments long established should not be changed for light or transient causes;
... mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.

But . . . under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
security.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General
Congress Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States;
[. . . and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’'s God entitle them]
... and that as Free and Independent States they have full Power
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence,
we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives
our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor.
[from the Declaration of Independence, 1776]

*k%k

Here was buried
Thomas Jefferson
Author of the Declaration of American Independence
of the Statute of Virginia for religious freedom
and Father of the University of Virginia.
[His self-penned epitaph]

*kk

. that host of worthies, who joined with us on that day, in the bold and doubtful
election we were to make for our country . . .
.. . the choice we made . . . between submission or the sword . . .may it be to the
world . . . the signal . . . to burst the chains . . . and to assume the blessings and
security of self-government.
That form which we have substituted, restores the free right to the unbounded
exercise of reason and freedom of opinion.



These are grounds of hope for others.
All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of man.
... the mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a
favored few booted and spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the grace of
God.

[ ... all men are created equal.]
For ourselves, let the annual return of this day forever refresh our recollections of
these rights, and an undiminished devotion to them.

[From his letter, June 24, 1826, declining an invitation to the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, due
to his failing health. He died July 4, 1826]
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